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Introduction 

• Convention on the Rights of the Child 

adopted by the United Nations 

November, 1989 

• Globally applicable 

• The first Convention to integrate  civil 

and political rights with economic, social 

and cultural rights 

• Canada ratified the Convention in 

December, 1991 

• The Convention is meant to ensure 

equity in all areas shaping their health 

and well-being in a way that respects 

their distinct cultures, spirituality and 

knowledges 

• Is an international agreement the treaty 

bodies can hold governments 

accountable for the health and safety of 

all children 
  

 



Indigenous Children  

in Canada  



Conceptualizing Children 

• Children hold a unique 

position in Indigenous 

cultures 

• Are often viewed as a gift 

from the Creator 

• Children seen as 

- the repositories of past 

knowledge, 

- experiencing and 

learning in the present, 

and 

- holding the dreams for 

the future 

• Children have specific role 

in families 

• Are a person in the making 

 

 



Indigenous Children  

and the CRC 
• In Canada, Indigenous people including  

 children are constitutionally recognized  

 and  afforded ‘special’ status 

• There are three groups of Indigenous  

 people (collectively referred to as  

 Aboriginal peoples) in Canada: First Nations, Inuit 

       and Métis    

• Partnership report 

between UNICEF Canada 

and National 

Collaborating Centre for 

Aboriginal Health (2009) 

examines the state of 

being for Canada’s 

Aboriginal children 

 

 



Born into a Colonial Legacy 

Colonial legacy of: 

• Language and culture loss 

• Low socio-economic status 

• High rates of substance use 

• Over representation in the 

justice system 

• Disproportionate number of 

children and youth  in the 

child welfare and justice 

systems 

• Low education success rates  

• High rates of suicide and 

injury 

• Inaccessible health care 

services 

 



The State of Indigenous 

Children in Canada 

First Nations, Inuit and Métis 

children experience: 

• higher rates of: infant 

mortality, tuberculosis, 

injuries and deaths, youth 

suicide, middle ear 

infections, childhood 

obesity and diabetes and 

other chronic diseases, 

dental caries, increased 

exposure to environmental 

contaminants including 

tobacco smoke, and  

• lower rates of:  

immunization and access 

to a doctor 

 



 

Convention on the  

Rights of the Child 



The Convention: General 

Principles 

• In the best interests of the child 

• Right to life, survival and development 

• Non-discrimination 

• Right to be heard 

 



Indigenous Children and 

the Convention 

• Indigenous children rights can be realized in the 

Convention in the Preamble and through Articles 

such as: 2 and 9 and 17 

• Article 30 –  one of the only articles of the 

Convention to explicitly recognize indigenous 

children as rights-holders… 

• Acknowledges the unique status of Indigenous 

children and the need for special safeguards to 

ensure enjoyment of culture, religion and language 

while recognizing individual children rights within 

the dimensions of their collective 

 Children are also entitled to integrate on their own 

terms, with their cultural identity preserved, rather 

than be assimilated into majority culture. 



Article 30 

• Calls on States parties, UN specialized agencies, 
funds and programs, the World Bank and regional 
development banks, and civil society to adopt a 
broader rights-based approach to indigenous 
children based on the Convention and other relevant 
international standards such as ILO Convention 169, 
and encourages the use of community-based 
interventions in order to ensure the greatest possible 
sensitivity to the cultural specificity of the affected 
community. Particular attention should also be paid 
to the variety of situations and conditions in which 
the children live. 

 



Child and Youth 

Participation 



Shaking the Movers 



Moving Forward 



Addressing the Interests 

and Rights of Children 
Examples of addressing 

children’s rights include: 
  

• New Brunswick – Child 

Rights Impact Assessment – 

February, 2013 

• Nunavut establish a 

Representative for Children 

and Youth – 2013 

• Alberta passed the Children 

First law – 2013 

• Most provinces in Canada are 

implementing the Early 

Development Instrument 

(EDI)  

 monitors the developmental 

progress of young children 

prior to entering school. 

 

 



Moving the CRC 

Forward 
• UNICEF Canada 

• Canadian Coalition 

on the Rights of 

Children 

• National Collaborating  

Centre for Aboriginal  

Health  

• BC Society Children  

 and Youth 

• Children’s Rights 

Academic Network 

• Justice for Children 

and Youth 

 



Social Justice Education 

• Education that provides information to 

children through which they can develop 

social and political consciousness,  a 

sense of agency, and their own social and 

cultural identities (Gutstein, 2007) 

• Anti-bias Curriculum – Louise Derman-

Sparks 



Still some Challenges … 

• Canadian Human Rights Tribunal and a court 

challenge in relation to Jordan’s Principle 

• Over representation of Indigenous children in the child 

welfare system 

• Need for language and culture initiatives  

• Lack of national poverty strategy 

• Lack of national strategy for children  e.g. national early 

learning and child care strategy 

 





Some Considerations for 

Moving Forward 

• Hold our governments and agencies accountable for 

ensuring the rights of all Canadians particularly 

those of marginalized Indigenous peoples 

• Ensure participation of those we serve 

• Reflect on our practice 

• Promote and implement social justice models of 

education 

• Increased support for parents and families 

• Reconstructing positive parenting models and child 

rearing  

• Equitable access to ECE services 

• Increased investment in early childhood services 

• Further developing and implementing child impact 

assessments 

 




